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Presidents Message .

A note from the Editorial Staff of The Quarterly

The membership of the IGSW and indeed the entire Irish community in Milwaukee was saddened to learn
of the passing of our founding member, Jane C. Maher on March 28th. Jane was well known to all for the
many important roles she played. She was an Irish Fest coordinator of the Genealogy Tent beginning in
1983; she became the first president of the IGSW in 1992; and in 1999, Jane was instrumental in establishing
our Irish Emigration Library. In all these efforts, Jane continued making priceless contributions to

this organization — right up through March of this year — with a clear and far-sighted vision, and a
determined energy which inspired and motivated the many volunteers with whom she worked.

But there is more. Jane was also the editor of the Society’s newsletter, The Irish Genealogical Quarterly.
The publication you are reading was begun 25 years ago under the guiding hand of Jane’s husband, Dr.
William P. Maher. After Bill’s death in 2009, Jane took up the mantle of editor and publisher, encouraging
members to submit articles, collecting contributions, and carefully laying out each and every issue with
help from Bob Towne and others. She started work on the March issue not knowing it would be her last.
Member Mary Kay Kubhfittig worked under Jane’s direction to see that issue to completion. Now it is up
to all of us to continue Jane’s legacy. It is no surprise that it will take several people to fill her shoes, and
going forward there will be a committee of volunteers collaborating to publish The Quarterly.

And so we turn to you, the membership, for help. We encourage you, as Jane always did, to contribute
your own work for publication. Below are some guidelines and suggestions for submissions. And if you
are interested in assisting with production as well, please let us know. Many hands make light work.

You can reach the Editorial Staff at: igswis@gmail.com.
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